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SUBJECT :EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING ON CUBAN 
TROOPS IN ANGOLA 

THERE FOLLOWS THAT PORTION OF TRANSCRIPT OF THE 
DEPARTMENT S FEB. 2 NEWS BRIEFING WHICH DEALS WITH 
CUBAN TROOPS AND ANGOLA: 

Q. THERE WAS A REPORT TODAY, THE SORT OF REPORT THAT 
OCCURS EVERY NOW AND THEN - BUT I WONDER IF YOU WOULD 
COMMENT ON IT TODAY OR CONFIRM IT - THAT SEVERAL HUNDRED 
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CUBANS ARE REPORTED TO BE IN TANZANIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
TRAINING RHODESIAN INSURGENTS. DO YOU HAVE ANY CONFIRMA- 
TION OF THAT REPORT? 

A. WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE OF THESE REPORTS, BUT CANNOT 
CONFIRM THEM. WE ARE FOLLOWING WITH INTEREST THE CUBAN 
PRESENCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Q. FRED, ON THE SAME SUBJECT — 
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A. I'M SORRY, OZZIE'S GOT— 

Q. WHAT IS THE CURRENT FIGURE FOR CUBANS IN ANGOLA, 

AS FAR AS YOU ARE CONCERNED? IS IT STILL AROUND 13,000? 

A. I HAVE NOT CHECKED SINCE THE LAST TIME WE HAD THAT 
QUESTION, SO I WOULD TRY TO GET YOU OUR LATEST ESTIMATE 
THIS AFTERNOON SOME TIME. 

Q. FRED, THE SAME QUESTION - 

Q. AT THE SAME TIME YOU TALK ABOUT CUBANS IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. WHERE ELSE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA— 

A. EXCUSE ME. OZZIE WAS REFERRING TO ANGOLA, 

WEREN'T YOU? 

Q. SPECIFICALLY, SAYING— 

A. ALL RIGHT. 

Q. BUT YOUR ANSWER TO THE EARLIER QUESTION WAS YOU 
HAVE TAKEN AN INTEREST IN CUBANS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

WHERE ELSE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA DO YOU KNOW OF CUBANS 
BEING ACTIVE NOW? CAN YOU GIVE US A RUN-DOWN WHILE YOU 
ARE ANSWERING THAT QUESTION? 
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A. I DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION ON WHAT OTHER AREAS 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA WE ARE REFERRING TO WHEN WE SAY 
"SOUTHERN AFRICA"? 

Q. CAN YOU CHECK THAT ONE OUT WHILE YOU ARE TRYING TO 
GET AN UPDATED NUMBER ON ANGOLA? WHERE ELSE DO WE KNOW 
THEY ARE? WHAT ARE THEY DOING? ARE THESE MILITARY OR 
CIVIL GROUPS, AND WHAT IS HAPPENING? 

A. HENRY, I WILL LOOK INTO THAT. I CANNOT PROMISE 
YOU AN ANSWER, THOUGH. 

Q. AS YOU KNOW, THE FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE PUT 
GREAT IMPORTANCE ON THE CUBANS REMOVING THE TROOPS FROM 
ANGOLA, AND IN FACT, THERE WAS AT ONE POINT A PROMISE FROM 
CUBA TO THE SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER THAT IT WOULD BE DONE 
BY THE END OF 1976, 1 BELIEVE. 

A. YES. 

Q. AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE, SECRETARY VANCE GAVE SOME 
ANSWERS ON THIS. IS THAT STILL THE POSITION OF THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT, WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID THE OTHER DAY - OR 
ARE THERE ANY MODIFICATIONS TO THAT? 
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A. NO. WHAT HE SAID ON MONDAY IS THE POSITION OF 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Q. YOU MEAN - 

A. OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 

Q. THE ADMINISTRATION? 

A. THAT IS RIGHT. 
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Q. YOU SEEM TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION THE CURRENT 
ADMINISTRATION WAS NOT AS CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION. 

A. WHAT HE SAID ON - 

Q. I'M FAMILIAR WITH WHAT HE SAID. YOU READ IT INTO 
THE RECORD YESTERDAY. 

A. RIGHT. 

Q. I DON'T THINK YOU HAVE TO DO IT AGAIN TODAY. IT'S 
JUST THE IMPRESSION, I THINK, THAT WAS UNIVERSALLY LEFT 
THAT THAT IN ITSELF WAS NOT A BARRIER TO NORMALIZATION - 
ALTHOUGH HE DID HAVE A SORT OF OTHER INPUT. 

A. I AM SORRY - 

Q. YES. 

A. HE SAID "DISCUSSIONS." 

Q. TO DISCUSS - 

A. HE SAID: "I DON’T WANT TO SET ANY PRE-CONDITIONS 
AT THIS POINT ABOUT WHATEVER DISCUSSIONS MIGHT TAKE 
PLACE." SO THAT IS A BIT DIFFERENT THAN "NORMALIZATION." 

Q. BUT HE ALSO SAID, IN REFERRING TO THE CUBAN 
TROOPS, THAT THIS IS A MATTER - I DON'T HAVE THE EXACT 
WORDS BUT THE SENSE OF IT - THAT THIS IS A MATTER FOR 
THE AFRICANS. 

A. HE SAID THE QUESTION OF A PEACEFUL SOLUTION, OR 
PEACE AND STABILITY IN ANGOLA, IS SOMETHING THAT IS BEST 
LEFT TO THE AFRICANS. 
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Q. NO. NO, NO. NO. DO YOU HAVE THE TEXT THERE? 

A. "WITH RESPECT TO THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS IN 

ANGOLA, I THINK THE PRESENCE OF ANY OUTSIDE FORCES IS NOT 
HELPFUL TO A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. I THINK THAT THIS IS A 
MATTER THAT SHOULD BE SETTLED BY THE AFRICANS THEMSELVES." 
THAT IS WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID ON MONDAY, AND THAT 
REPRESENTS OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS THIS QUESTION. 

Q. ALL RIGHT, FRED - 

Q. BUT THIS IS ESSENTIALLY THEN A MATTER THAT THE 
UNITED STATES BELIEVES SHOULD BE DEALT WITH BY THE 
AFRICANS RATHER THAN BY THE UNITED STATES. IS THAT NOT 
WHAT THAT SAYS? 

A. THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT HAVE ANY TROOPS IN 
ANGOLA. 

Q. WE'RE NOT REFERRING TO THAT, OF COURSE. BUT THE 
SECRETARY IS SAYING SOMETHING FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT 
THERE, AS MR. GWERTZMAN WAS TRYING TO UNDERSCORE, FROM 
DR. KISSINGER'S POSITION - WHICH WAS THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WAS DEEPLY AROUSED AND DISTURBED FROM A GLOBAL 
STRATEGIC STANDPOINT ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS 
IN ANGOLA - IF WE UNDERSTAND THE SUBSTANCE OF - 

A. WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT IT, MURREY; AND WE DO NOT 
CONDONE IT, AND THERE SHOULD BE NO MISTAKE ABOUT THAT. 

Q. WE DON'T CONDONE IT ... 

BUT MR. YOUNG, AS I UNDERSTOOD - DIDN’T HE SAY THEY 
WOULD BE GOOD FOR ANGOLA, AS I UNDERSTAND - AS OUR 
AMBASSADOR? 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 06 STATE 024222 

A. I CAN SAY THAT NEITHER AMBASSADOR YOUNG NOR THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE CONDONES THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN 
TROOPS IN ANGOLA. 

Q. WELL, HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT? HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT, 

FRED, WHEN HE SAID THAT THE TROOPS THERE WERE GOOD FOR 
ANGOLA? - AS I UNDERSTAND THAT REFERENCE. 

A. I AM SAYING THAT NOW. 

Q. OH. YOU MEAN AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAS TOLD YOU THAT 
HE HAS CHANGED HIS VIEWPOINT? 
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A. I WILL SIMPLY RESTATE THAT NEITHER AMBASSADOR 

YOUNG NOR THE SECRETARY CONDONES THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN 

TROOPS. 

Q. WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, SIR, YOU'RE CONTRADICTING 
YOURSELF AND RAISING ANOTHER MYSTERY. HOW CAN YOU SAY 
THAT YOU OPPOSE IT WHEN AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAS SAID THAT 
IT WAS GOOD? 

A. WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, SIR, I AM SAYING PRECISELY 
WHAT I MEAN TO SAY ON THE SUBJECT - 

Q. COULD YOU TELL US -- 

A. - REGARDLESS OF WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS QUOTED 
AS SAYING SEVERAL DAYS AGO. 

Q. WAS HE ERRONEOUSLY QUOTED. FRED? 

A. I AM JUST GOING TO STICK WITH THE WAY I SAID IT. 

Q. WELL, I'D LIKE TO CLEAR THIS UP. THIS IS VERY 

IMPORTANT. WAS MR. YOUNG ERRONEOUSLY QUOTED OR HAS HE 
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SAID TO YOU THAT HE'S RETRACTED THE STATEMENT? 

A. I AM SAYING PRECISELY WHAT I HAVE SAID - THAT 

NEITHER AMBASSADOR YOUNG NOR THE SECRETARY CONDONES THE 

PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA - 

Q. FRED-- 

A. - AND THAT SEEMS TO ME FAIRLY CLEAR. 

Q. BUT IT'S MYSTERIOUS. THERE'S NO REASON TO 
BELIEVE IT, FRED. 

Q. - AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID THAT THE CUBAN FORCES IN 
ANGOLA CREATE STABILITY IN ANGOLA. DOES THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE AGREE THAT THE CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA PRESENT 
SOME STABILITY TO THAT PART OF THE CONTINENT? OFFER 
SOME STABILITY? 

THAT IS WHAT HE SAID. HE DIDN'T SAY - 

A. NO. 

Q. - GOOD OR BAD. HE DOESN'T AGREE THAT THEY'RE 
A STABILIZING FORCE? 

A. NO. 
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Q. ALL RIGHT NOW, CAN WE GET BACK TO BERNIE'S 
QUESTION? 

A. YES. 

Q. IS THEIR EXPULSION A PRE-CONDITION FOR - AND I 
KNOW WHAT HE SAID AT THE NEWS CONFERENCE - A PRE- 
CONDITION FOR THE RESUMPTION OF NORMAL RELATIONS WITH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CUBA? 

A. THE QUESTION OF NORMALIZATION OR NORMAL RELATIONS 
IS DIFFERENT - 

Q. WELL, CHOOSE. NOT "DISCUSSIONS". 

A. - THAN DISCUSSIONS. I WILL USE UNIQUELY THE 
SECRETARY'S WORDS ON THIS, WHICH I HAVE ALREADY GIVEN 
YOU - NAMELY, THAT HE DOES NOT WISH TO SET ANY PRE- 
CONDITIONS AT THIS POINT ABOUT DISCUSSIONS WHICH MIGHT 
TAKE PLACE. 

Q. FRED-- 

Q. SO, IN OTHER WORDS, HE WANTS DISCUSSIONS WITHOUT 
ANY PRE-CONDITIONS; AND HE DOESN'T WANT - 

A. NO. THAT IS YOUR FORMULATION OF IT. I AM NOT 
GOING TO GO BEYOND WHAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE SAID. 

Q. I'M SORRY. I DON’T EVEN UNDERSTAND A DISTINCTION 

BETWEEN WHAT I SAID AND YOU SAID; I WAS JUST GOING TO 
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE - AND AM I ALREADY OFF THE - 

A. SORRY, COMPLETE YOUR SENTENCE. 

Q. NO, NO. IF I'VE VEERED FROM THE WORD, I'D LIKE 
TO GET STRAIGHTENED OUT AGAIN. 

A. NO, COMPLETE YOUR SENTENCE. 

Q. I THOUGHT WHAT YOU'RE SAYING IS THAT DISCUSSIONS 
REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
CAN BE HELD WITHOUT ANY PRE-CONDITIONS; ISN'T THAT WHAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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YOU SAID? 
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A. NO, BARRY, I AM JUST GOING TO SAY WHAT THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SAID AND NOT PUT IT IN ANY OTHER 
FORMULA, BECAUSE HE CHOSE HIS WORDS VERY CAREFULLY AND I 
CANNOT IMPROVE ON THAT. 

Q. YES, BUT HE WASN'T ASKED THE QUESTIONS WE RE ASKING 
YOU TODAY. 

A. HE PUT IT IN THE CONTEXT OF "DISCUSSIONS," AND 
THAT IS THE WAY I AM REPLYING TO YOU. 

Q. WOULD IT BE WRONG FOR US TO DERIVE THE IMPRESSION, 

FRED, THAT THE SENSE - AMBASSADOR YOUNG S NOTABLE STATE- 
MENT ABOUT CUBAN TROOPS CREATING STABILITY - THAT THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE HAS CORRECTED THIS THROUGH HIS SPOKES- 
MAN TODAY AND, THEREFORE, WE SHOULD BELIEVE WHAT YOU TELL 
US RATHER THAN WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG TOLD THE PUBLIC? 

A. I THINK YOU CAN DRAW YOUR OWN INFERENCE FROM WHAT 
I HAVE SAID. 

Q. WELL, I WILL DRAW MY OWN, BUT I D LIKE SOME 
GUIDANCE BECAUSE I'M REALLY PUZZLED HERE. HE SAYS THIS, 

AND YOU SAY SOMETHING ELSE. APPARENTLY YOU'RE SPEAKING 
ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON THIS, IS THAT 
RIGHT? 

A. NOT "APPARENTLY"; I AM. 

Q. YOU DEFINITELY ARE? OH, GREAT - GREAT. 

Q. FRED, MAY I ASK: THE STATEMENT THAT YOU HAVE 

GIVEN HERE - NEITHER AMBASSADOR YOUNG NOR THE SECRETARY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CONDONES THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA - 
HAVE YOU BEEN HOLDING THAT? WERE YOU PREPARED TO GIVE 
THAT YESTERDAY AS A FOLLOW-UP TO THE PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
THE DAY BEFORE? I'M JUST TRYING TO - 

A. I FRANKLY DO NOT KNOW WHEN THAT PIECE OF INFORMA 
TION ENTERED MY KEN, BUT IT WAS IN SPECIFIC REPLY TO THE 
QUESTION RAISED BY REVEREND KINSOLVING IN REBUTTAL TO THE 
STATEMENT THAT HE MADE. SO THAT IS - 

Q. NO. I'M TRYING TO CLARIFY SOMETHING ELSE. I'M 
NOT TALKING ABOUT THE SEQUENCE TODAY. 

A. YES. 
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Q. AMBASSADOR YOUNG LEFT THE UNITED STATES YESTERDAY 
FOR AFRICA. THE SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE WAS THE DAY 
BEFORE. WAS THERE SOME DISCUSSION OF THIS POINT BETWEEN 
THE SECRETARY AND AMBASSADOR YOUNG, CAN YOU TELL US. 

BEFORE AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S DEPARTURE - 

A. I DO NOT - 

Q. - PRODUCING THIS CLARIFYING OR QUALIFYING STATE- 
MENT THAT YOU ISSUED? 

A. MURREY, I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT WAS DISCUSSED 
DIRECTLY BETWEEN THE TWO GENTLEMEN; AND I CANNOT TELL YOU 
WHEN PRECISELY I WAS IN A POSITION TO SAY WHAT I HAVE JUST 
SAID. BUT I DO KNOW THAT IT IS ACCURATE AND IT CAME AS 
A RESULT, OBVIOUSLY, OF THF, INTER VIEW THAT AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG GAVE. 

Q. FRED, CAN YOU - 

Q. DO YOU EXPECT THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG WILL CLARIFY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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HIS POSITION? 

A. I HAVE NO SUCH EXPECTATION WHATSOEVER. 

Q. WELL, LET ME ASK YOU THIS. YOU SEE, IT KIND OF - 
YOU DON'T THINK HE'S GOING TO CLARIFY IT, IN OTHER WORDS. 

YOU'RE SAYING ONE THING, AND HE SAID ANOTHER; AND THE 
WORLD WONDERS WHETHER THE UN AMBASSADOR OR THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE'S SPOKESMAN IN WASHINGTON IS ENUNCIATING POLICY. 

A. I SHOULD THINK WHAT I - 

Q. ARE THEY FOR STABILITY OR ARE THEY NOT - WHICH 
ONE, FRED? 

A. IF YOU HAD LISTENED TO WHAT I HAVE SAID, I SHOULD 
THINK IT WOULD BE QUITE CLEAR. 

Q. WELL, IF IT WERE REALLY CLEAR, FRED - I MUST 
ADMIT THAT ALTHOUGH I RESPECT YOU I DON’T THINK THAT YOU 
OUTRANK THE AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS; AND UNTIL 
HE RETRACTS THAT STATEMENT, I PERCEIVE A DTI EMMA. AND - 
YOU KNOW - 

A. THAT IS YOUR PERCEPTION. 

Q. - I DON'T THINK I'M ALONE IN THIS, FRED. 

Q. IT'S A LEGITIMATE QUESTION IN THE SENSE THAT YOU 
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SEEM TO BE ASKING US TO JUST STATE THAT YOUNG HAS 
RETRACTED THE THRUST OF HIS STATEMENT OVER CBS. 

NOW, YOU'RE NOT SAYING THAT. YOU'RE PUTTING IT IN THE 

NEGATIVE - HE DOESN'T CONDONE - HE NOR THE SECRETARY 
CONDONES CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA - WHICH A REASONABLE 
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INTERPRETATION OF IS THAT HE'S RETRACTED HIS STATEMENT 
AND HAS TOLD THAT TO THE SECRETARY, WHO'S TOLD THAT TO 
YOU. BUT WE'RE MISSING A FEW CONFIRMATIONS OF WHAT I'VE 
JUST SAID HERE. CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY MORE DETAIL ON THAT? 

A. I REALLY CANNOT. SORRY. 

Q. FRED, YOU CAN UNDERSTAND WHY, YOU KNOW, WE'RE ALL 
LEFT IN A VERY SERIOUS DILEMMA. AND I JUST WONDERED: 

COULD YOU TAKE THIS QUESTION AND ASK THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE IF OUR AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS - 
AND HE HAS CABINET RANK, I GATHER; MAYBE WE SHOULD ASK 
THE PRESIDENT: "DO YOU AGREE WITH ANDREW YOUNG OR FRED 
BROWN?" 

A. I WILL JUST STAND ON WHAT I HAVE SAID. 

Q. WHICH IS NOTHING. I MEAN YOU HAVE - WELL, I 
APPRECIATE IT. 

Q. I THINK THERE'S ONE OVER HERE. 

A. YES. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU COULD 
TELL US ON HOW THE CUBANS SHOULD SHOW THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 
LIVE IN THE SOCIETY OF NATIONS? WHAT ARE THEY? CAN YOU 
TELL US WHAT THIS MEANS? 

A. I AM AFRAID I CANNOT. I DO NOT HAVE A - 

Q. IT’S NOT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THEIR TROOPS? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE A PATTERN INTO WHICH THEIR ACTIONS 
SHOULD FIT, AND I AM NOT GOING TO GO BEYOND WHAT THE 
SECRETARY SAID ON MONDAY WITH REGARD TO THE WHOLE 
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QUESTION. 

Q. THANK YOU, FRED. 
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A. YES. 

VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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